DEC Brownfield Assessment or Cleanup Request Form
FY2015


DEC’s Reuse & Redevelopment Program

DEC Brownfield Assessment or Cleanup Request Form – 2014
General Requirements: The proposed site should be one for which the community has solid reuse or redevelopment plans. It would be beneficial if the community has also explored funding opportunities for the intended reuse.
The deadline for receipt of requests is December 18, 2013.
Site Name: 


Submitted by: 

A. THRESHOLD CRITERIA: The following must be TRUE:
1. This site IS NOT federally or state owned.

2. To our knowledge, this site or facility HAS NOT received funding for remediation from the Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) Trust Fund.

3. The Applicant/Organization requesting this service IS NOT directly responsible for causing the potential contamination.
4. The Owner of the property is not directly responsible for causing the potential contamination, OR the Owner has no financial capacity to properly address the assessment or cleanup of the site.
5. There is a documented reuse or redevelopment plan for the site that is described in this request. (Documented means that it is in a resolution, business plan, or economic development plan, or that funding for reuse is actively being sought and can be documented).
If any of the above statements is NOT TRUE, your site is probably not eligible for brownfield services. If you have questions or concerns, please call us to discuss them.
B. UNRANKED CRITERIA
1. To the best of your knowledge, is the Owner of the property in question:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Private      FORMCHECKBOX 
 City/Public      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Native Corp.      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tribe   
2. Known or suspected contaminant(s) at the site (check one): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hazardous Substances     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Petroleum Only    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hazardous Substances and Petroleum

3. Is this site currently listed on DEC’s Contaminated Sites database?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes       FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

If Yes, please list the DEC file number here: 
4. Is this site referred to by any other name?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes       FORMCHECKBOX 
  No      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Unknown

If Yes, please provide name(s) here:
C. RANKING CRITERIA

The following ranking criteria will be used to prioritize and select one to three projects for our fiscal year 2015 funding (FY15 begins July 1, 2014). The number of sites selected depends on our actual FY15 funding amount. The project must provide a definite benefit to the community, and we must be able to cover the needed scope of work with our available funding. Each of these questions must have a response in order for your request to be considered. 

1. Project Summary 
Explain in your own words what you are hoping to gain through this effort; i.e., what would you like to see in place of the site for which you are requesting assessment or cleanup, and how will this project help you achieve your goals for the site?
2. Applicant/Owner
a. Applicant - Who is applying for this service? Provide the name and address of the organization applying for the DBAC service, the name of the contact person, email, telephone, and fax numbers.
If Applicant is Village IGAP staff OR Tribal Response Program staff, please provide the name of your EPA Project Officer.

b. Property Owner - The owner of the property must allow DEC access to the site. If the applicant is different from the owner, attach written consent for access from the owner. (Note: the applicant must be able to secure access for DEC and its contractors to conduct the assessment or cleanup.)
3. Project Team 
We ask that you form a project team (three or more individuals or organizations) to ensure continuity beyond this effort and coordination for success of the overall project. Attach a letter of support from each team member. Team members may include: city or village government representatives, city or tribal council members, village or regional corporation representatives, environmental managers, elders or other community leaders, local non-profit or community development organizations, and other interested parties. List team members, the organizations they represent, and their contact information below.
4. Site Information
a. Current Site Condition and Use - Provide the common name of the site, address, approximate acreage, zoning, and types of buildings. Please attach a site map or aerial photograph showing the site’s location in the community and adjacent land use. Identify on the map or aerial photo any areas of known or suspected contamination (for Question 5). Identify approximate property boundaries. 
b. Historical Site Use - Describe, to the best of your ability, the previous known uses of the site, and when the different activities occurred. Summarize any historic or cultural significance of the property. Identify when and how the site became or may have become contaminated, with what substance(s), and where any contamination is likely to be found. 

c. Reason for Concern - What is the reason for concern? Please discuss community concerns with the site in general, and identify any specific problems if possible. 

5. Project Scoping Information
a. Findings from Past Environmental Assessments - Has the site had previous assessment activities? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DBA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Targeted Brownfield Assessment (TBA)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other____________

Please describe any previous environmental work that you are aware of, such as site assessments or cleanup activities. It will be important that we have all documents and information if not already available in our files. Please attach copies of executive summaries or summary and conclusions sections from any past reports. If a DBAC service is approved for your project, complete copies of previous reports must be made available if not already in DEC files.
b. Project Need - Describe to the best of your ability what your project team believes are the needed environmental assessment or cleanup activities, and what result you would like to see from this project. Include any constraints as to when this work must be completed (e.g., to meet construction timeline, property transaction pending, etc.). 
6. Community Planning and Reuse
a. Reuse or Redevelopment Plans - It is critical that any brownfield project have an end use in mind that the requested assessment/cleanup effort will clearly help make possible. Please describe the reuse or redevelopment plan that this proposed work is meant to facilitate. Reuse goals can include: new construction, redevelopment using existing infrastructure, creation of recreation areas, preservation of green space, enhancement of sustainable subsistence habitat, etc.

b. Documentation of Reuse Planning - Please attach any documentation referencing resolutions, business planning, community planning, a proposal for grant funding, or loan applications, that helps support the vision for the reuse or redevelopment of the property in question. Examples may include documentation of public meetings been held specifically to discuss the reuse interests in the site, or a resolution passed by the city or tribal council showing support for the redevelopment.
c. Other Community Plans or Projects - It is helpful to know if other work is being planned or underway in your community that may help assist in this effort, such as available equipment or other resources. Describe any other community projects that may be scheduled or pending, such as: water and sewer upgrades, a new landfill, road or airport construction, a new school or addition, fuel-storage tank farm upgrades or relocations, new housing, or construction/refurbishment/relocation of other facilities. 

7. Public Involvement

a. Public Benefit - Referring to Question 6(a) above, briefly describe how your proposed reuse or redevelopment plans for the property will provide a benefit to the public. Why is this important to your community? Some things to consider: creation of jobs, preservation of historically or culturally significant property, location for community activities or educational purposes, preservation of subsistence habitat, reuse or recycling of materials or infrastructure, cost savings to the community, or increased property values.
b. Community Support and Resources - Is the community strongly supportive of this project? Our contractors doing assessment or cleanup work often require local assistance with site visits, setting up interviews with people knowledgeable about the site, lodging, excavation equipment, and local transportation. Describe the community’s support for this work and any local resources or individuals that are available to assist with the DBAC project work being requested.
c. Community Resources for Other Phases of the Revitalization Project - Does the community have financial or other resources for other phases of the project, such as equipment, labor, in-kind services, or funding for cleanup or new construction? Will this DBAC be used to leverage other funding or services for the project? If so, please describe.
DISCLAIMER (FINE PRINT)
The selection of a site for a DBAC in no way implies that DEC accepts liability for any contamination that may exist at the site, nor is DEC responsible for any necessary cleanup of hazardous substances that may be found at the site. Liability for contamination on a property is specifically addressed in Alaska Statute (AS) 46.03.822, which outlines those who are liable for the release of a hazardous substance. The general liability categories include: (1) those with an ownership interest in the property; (2) those in control of the substance at the time of the release; or (3) those who arrange for disposal or transport of the substance. 
Brownfield work focuses on clarifying environmental concerns associated with property for which there is no known viable responsible party. By applying for a DEC Brownfield Assessment or Cleanup, it should be clear to all parties associated with a request that the work requested of DEC is designed to identify, clarify, and in some cases, remediate environmental hindrances that currently impede the continued use, proposed use, redevelopment, or sale of a property. Work conducted by DEC may result in identifying a property as a contaminated site, and require the site be listed on DEC’s Contaminated Sites Database. With listing comes the requirement of potentially responsible and liable parties to address cleanup of contamination in accordance with regulatory requirements. 
Submit Completed Forms by December 18, 2013, to:
By email: Melinda.Brunner@alaska.gov or 
By fax: (907) 451-2155 c/o Melinda Brunner
Or by regular mail:

DEC Brownfield Assessments

c/o Melinda Brunner
Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation

610 University Avenue

Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

If you have questions, call Melinda Brunner at (907) 451-5174, Keri DePalma at (907) 451-2156, or John Carnahan at (907) 451-2166.
DBAC Request Submittal Checklist

Before submitting your DBAC request form, please check the following items:

1) Did you answer each question?  
2) Did you attach a letter from the property owner granting access to the site, if the owner is different from the applicant, as described in Question 2(b)?

3) Did you attach a letter of support from each team member for Question 3?

4) Did you attach a site map or aerial photograph of the site with the information requested in Question 4(a) shown?

5) Did you attach executive summaries or summary and conclusions sections from any past environmental reports about the site, as described in Question 5?

6) Did you attach documentation of the reuse or redevelopment plans the community has for the site, as described in Question 6(a)?
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